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Amendments to the Claims: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A sub-system comprising: 
at least one passive component; aaei 

an identification module for storing component information relating to said at least one passive 
component[[.]]i 

a tester interconnected with said at least one passive component: 

a processor interconnected wit h said identification module and said tester, said processor for 
monitoring with sai d tester whether a performance characteristic for said passive component is 
within an acceptable toleranc e as specified bv said compon ent m formation stored in said 
identification module. 



Claim 2 (original): The sub-system of claim 1 wherein said component infonnation comprises 
component identification information, component specifications, and component calibration data. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The sub-system of Gfaa mclaim 1 further comprising a common 
interface for said ax least one passive component and said identification module. 



Claim 4 (original): The sub-system of claim 3 wherein said interface comprises optical or 
electrical terminals for said at least one passive component and electrical terminals for said 
identification module. 
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Claim 5 (origins.. The ^.^^ 



a 



Claim 6 (canceled) 



Claim 7 (original): The sub- System of cl • , wh . 
-^memory. 



Claim8( Cunentlyam The^^^ , . 

^rther comprises a . ^ ° fclaun 7 herein 



Claim 9 (current^ amended): The sob ^ 

«nng a passive component co™^- 
Passive component- anH 

^,^^^^2*^ — „ sai . d trater for 
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said tester jg within an acc eptable tpler a n ce as sp ecified bv said ^ ecifTcaHn™ ct, >red in said nnn- 
volatile memory . 



Claim 11 (cun-ently amended): A method for facilitating monitoring of a passive component, 
comprising: 

storing component information for said passive component in a non-volatile memory; 
[[and]] 

installing said non-volatile memory in a sub-system mcorporating said passive component 

retrieving specification information for .said nassire ^ ponent fw, said Don - Volati1ft 
memory; 

■ sampling an input signal to and an outnm si g nal from .^id passive C nmpn nm t ; 

determining a performance characteristic for sa i d passive comp onent hased n n 

samplin g and : 

P°"iparinR said performance characteristic with .^ d retrieved sp ^iJjcatinn hiferm^ ^ 

determine whether said performance character^,- i s within ,n stable tnl^n^ „f e ^ 
specification information- 



Claim 12 (original): TT>e method of claim 11 further comprising configuring a common interface 
for said passive component and said non-volatile memory. 



Claim 13 (canceled) 
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Claim 14 (currently amended); The method of claim [[13]] U further comprising, based on said 
comparing, selectively generating a warning. 



Claim 15 (new): The sub-syst em of claim I . wherein said processor is adapted to conduct a t^nH 
analysis for said performance characteristic using stored historic performs nh^*^^ 
information, and in dependence upon said trend analysis, pmmpt a user to *n ^pected date of 
failure o f said passive component . 



Claim 16 (new): The sub-system of claim 15. wherein said component mT n r ^ g , 

dispersion compensation module (PCM), and said performance chara cteristic mmpn^ Q , 
one of insertion los s and an average chromatic dispersion va1ue_ 



Claim 17 (new): The subsystem of claim 1 wherein said nmr^r ^ ^^ted to a ^ 

analysis for said performance charac teristic »sino s tored historic p erformance rU»r»r*^^ 
information, and in dependence upon sai d tr e nd a nalysis, re^rnm end a date for r*.t~* 
passive component. 



Claim 18 (new): Hie sub-system Of clai m T7 wherrin said ^no^ent ™ mr ? ™~ . 

diversion compensation module ( Df M), a nd said nrrfhrmance c W,.w ^ comnri^ t w, 
ons flf msertign loss and an average r ^ matic disp e^in^ vh. 
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Claim 19 (new): The method nf rlsim 11. further comprising conductin g a. tremd anal ysis for said 
performa nce characteristic using stored historical performance characteristic information, and in 
dependence upon said trend anal ysis, prompting a user to an expected date of failure of said 
passive component. 



Claim 20 (new): The method of clai m 19, wherein said passive comp onent com prises a 
dispersion compen sation module (T)CM\ and said performance characteristic comprises at least 
one of insertion loss and an average chromatic dispersion value. 



Claim 21 (new): The metho d of clai m 1 1. further comprising conducting a trend analysis for said 
pctfutmance charac teristic using stored historical performance characteristic information, and in 
dependence upon said trend ana lysis, recommmHino; a d ate f or re-test of said passive component. 



Claim 22 (new): The method of rJai m 21, wherein said passive component comprises a 
dispersion compensation modul e fDCMl and said performance characteristic comprises at least 
one of insertion loss and an average chromatic dispersion value* 
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